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Mortality Record for 1942 


EALTH conditions remained 
PH exeetent in the United 

States in 1942. The death 
rate of the many millions of wage- 
earners and their families insured 
in the Industrial Department of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany was 7.39 per 1,000, or very 
slightly less than the record rate of 
7.44 reported in 1941. The favor- 
able showing resulted from the low 
mortality reported month after 
month during the first three quarters 
of the year. Beginning with 
October, the monthly rates were 
a fraction higher than those of the 
two previous years. A rise in mor- 
tality is apparently inevitable as the 
war continues. 

The fragmentary data available 
for the general population of the 
United States show the same char- 
acteristics, with the death rates for 
the last three months somewhat in 
excess of those of the corresponding 
months of 1941. 

The continuation of the favorable 
mortality among the Metropolitan 
policyholders resulted largely from 
the decline in death rates at the 
early childhood ages and at ages 
over 55. In the intermediate age 
periods the mortality in 1942 ex- 
ceeded that of the previous year. 


The excess is particularly marked 
in the age groups 15 to 19 and 20 to 
24. For example, among white 
males at ages 20 to 24, the excess 
was almost 34 percent. It is, of 
course, at these ages that most of 
the deaths of military personnel 
occurred and, in fact, 41 percent of 
the total deaths in this age group 
were deaths of military personnel 
from all causes, including accidents, 
disease, and enemy action. 

Of prime interest in the mortality 
picture of these Industrial policy- 
holders is the number of war deaths 
from enemy action. There were 749 
of them during the year. This gives 
a rate for war deaths among them 
of 4.5 per 100,000. A discussion of 
the losses in the total population is 
given in another article in this issue. 

In addition to the battle casual- 
ties, there are many accidental deaths 
which may be charged to the war 
effort. In the case of military 
personnel accidentally killed in train- 
ing this is obvious; less definite is 
the number of victims of fatal acci- 
dents in industry that might properly 
be charged against the war. Certain- 
ly the rapid expansion of the defense 
industries has brought in large num- 
bers of inexperienced workers more 
prone to accidents than the seasoned 
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workers well trained in safety 
measures. Asa result, occupational 
accidents have increased this year. 
Among the diseases which we 
might expect to be adversely affected 


by the war are the principal com- » 


municable diseases of childhood. 
In the last World War, the concen- 
tration of large numbers of indi- 
viduals who had not acquired 
immunity to these diseases in child- 
hood resulted in extensive epidemics 
among them. It appears that this 
has not occurred in the present war. 
At any rate, among the Metropolitan 
Industrial policyholders scarlet fever, 
whooping cough, and diphtheria 
have recorded minimum rates, while 
the rate for measles is very little 
above its previous low. Likewise, 
there has been no serious outbreak 
of meningitis, such as occurred in 
the camps in the first World War. 
Influenza and pneumonia, which 
claimed many more victims in the 
armed personnel than did battle 
casualties in the first World War, in 
1942 actually played a minor role in 
mortality. The influenza rate of 4.2 
per 100,000 is 44 percent below the 
previous minimum recorded in 1938. 
Pneumonia in that year had a death 
rate of 50.6 per 100,000, and in the 
first five years of the decade it had 
averaged 66.5; last year the rate was 
only 29.4. The decline in the num- 
ber of pneumonia deaths has been 
one of the outstanding features of 
the mortality record each year since 
the introduction of the newer forms 
of chemical and serum treatment. 
Although the decline in the rate con- 
tinued into 1942, it was less marked 
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than in the earlier years. This slack- 
ening in the decline is not surprising, 
since there is a point below which 
further improvement can be achieved 
only with exceptional effort. Many 
of the current deaths from pneu- 
monia represent cases which failed 
apparently to obtain the benefits of 
modern treatment. 

The death rate from tuberculosis, 
which is an excellent index to the 
health of the Nation, continued its 
decline in 1942. Although the im- 
provement was somewhat less than 
that between 1940 and 1941, it was 
twice that from 1939 to 1940. Other 
belligerents have not been so fortu- 
nate, and marked increases.in the 
mortality from tuberculosis are re- 
ported from various European coun- 
tries, even including Great Britain. 

The venereal diseases constitute 
another health problem closely as- 
sociated with the war. It is too 
early to judge how successful have 
been the steps hitherto taken 
toward the control of these diseases, 
for the current mortality reflects 
their prevalence in earlier years. It 
is interesting to note, however, that 
the rate for syphilis in 1942 among 
Industrial policyholders was _ the 
lowest on record. This implies that 
the organized efforts to control the 
disease are proving effective. 

The sharp rise in the birth rate in 
1942 is a striking reaction to our 
entry into the war and helps to bal- 
ance the war losses. Since the time 
when the draft of men for war serv- 
ices appeared likely, the birth rate 
has risen from a level of 17 to at 
least 21 per 1,000 in 1942. This rise 
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k- in the birth rate increases the num- years to more than offset this extra 
zg, ber of women exposed to the hazards hazard, so that the puerperal death 
ch of childbirth. Fortunately, the im- rate has declined continuously from 
ed provement in maternal mortality 5.4 per 100,000 in 1939 to 4.5 in 
ny has been large enough in recent 1942. This is the lowest puerperal 
u- 
ied 
f CRUDE DEATH RATES PER 100,000 ror SELECTED Causes. Tora PERSONS, ALL AGES. 
- WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING INDUSTRIAL BusINEss, 1911 AND 1932 to 1942— 
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
SiS, 
the Causss or DEATH 1942 | 1941 | 1940 | 1939] 1938] 1937] 1936] 1935] 1934] 1933] 1932] 1911(a) 
its 
im- ALL CAUSES OF DEATH...|739.1 [744.4 |760.9 — |760.0)766.0)822.5/839.8/837.6)854. 1|860.0/856.9}1 ,253.0 
-_ Typhoid fever........... 04 | 05 | 07 | 07 1.0 09 1.0 1.1) 1.5] 1.6 1.7] 228 
was Communicable diseases of 
her childhood............. 2.5 3.2 2.9 4.2} 6.4) 7.6) 6.5) 10.0) 11.1) 9.0) 11.4) 58.9 
: Measles............... 5 8 3 6} 1.6) 1.0) .9) 2.5) 2.7) 1.5) 1.7) 11.4 
rtu- Scarlet fever........... A 4 6 7) 1.1) 1.6) 2.1) 2.6) 2.6) 2.6) 2.8) 13.1 
the Whooping cough....... 1.0 1.3 1.2 1.6, 2.0) 3.0} 1.7) 2.7) 3.7) 2.3) 3.0 7.1 
Diphtheria............ 6 a 8 1.3) 1.7) 1.9) 1.8) 2.2) 2.1) 2.6) 3.9) 27.3 
re- Influenza and pneumonia.| 33.6 | 38.3 | 43.4 | 52.7) 58.1) 85.1) 84.5) 80.8] 76.4) 82.8) 84.5) 131.1 
yun- ee 7.8 7.9 9.9) 7.5) 18.2} 14.7) 14.7) 11.4) 20.3) 19.1) 15.9(e) 
‘ Pneumonia—all forms. .| 29.4 | 30.5 | 35.5 | 42.8) 50.6) 66.9) 69.8) 66.1] 65.0) 62.5) 65.4) 115.2(e) 
ain. Tuberculosis—all forms...} 41.7. | 42.8 | 44.6 | 45.2) 47.2) 52.1) 54.3) 55.8) 59.4) 64.7) 69.8) 224.6 
tute Tuberculosis of respira- 
tory system......... 37.6 | 38.9 | 40.2 | 40.6) 42.1) 46.7) 48.5] 49.8) 52.2) 57.8} 61.8) 203.0 
r as- NE So ticanasxeas 10.5(b)| 11.5(6)} 12.0(b)} 11.2} 11.3) 11.4) 11.7) 11.5) 12.3] 11.4] 11.9} 11.0 
too Cancer—all forms........ 106.2 104.8 {104.4 101.7] 98.8) 96.0) 93.9) 96.1) 96.1) 94.6) 91.1) 68.0 
Diabetes mellitus. ....... 28.0 | 27.4 | 29.8 | 27.7] 24.8) 25.6) 24.7) 24.4) 24.4) 24.1) 23.0) 13.3 
have errs 1.2 1.4 13 1.3) 1.5) 1.9) 2.2) 2.1) 2.3) 2.2) 2.4, 4.0 
ken Cerebral hemorrhage. ... . 61.1 | 60.6 | 61.0 | 59.7) 58.5) 59.7) 61.9) 61.2) 63.2) 63.8) 62.1) 64.2(e) 
Diseases of the coronary 
ases, arteries and angina 
Aects pectoris............... 57.8 | 54.6 | 53.1 | 46.5] 41.4) 38.6) 34.0) 32.0) 28.8) 24.3) 20.1) (d) 
Other chronic heart dis- 
. It are 157.7 |156.1 (159.5 |161.0)154.0)159.7)161.0)158.1/162.9/161.5/155.5) 141.8 
that Diarrhea and enteritis....| 4.4 5.0 4.6 5.4) 7.4) 8.9} 8.5} 8.1) 11.1) 10.6) 11.2) 27.9 
Appendicitis............. 5.9 7.4 9.3 10.3) 10.5} 11.2} 11.4) 11.4) 13.1) 13.2) 13.2) 10.9 
mong Chronic nephritis. ....... 49.7 | 51.9 | 57.3 | 51.8) 53.8] 55.7] 59.4) 60.2) 64.9) 67.1) 68.7) 95.0 
the Puerperal state—total....} 4.5 4.8 4.9 5.4; 6.2) 6.9} 7.7) 8.7) 8.8} 9.4) 10.5) 19.8 
Total external causes. .... 65.5 | 61.3 | 58.9 | 59.4] 62.2) 67.7) 71.5) 69.6) 73.2) 71.9) 71.5) 97.9 
; that aibicesinescec 7.2 | 7.6 | 87 | 88 9.4) 9.0} 8.9) 9.2) 9.5) 10.0 10.6 13.3 
1 the Homicides............ 3.7 3.6 3.7 4.4, 4.4) 4.8) 5.0) 5.9) 5.9] 6.3) 6.1 7.2 
Accidents—total....... 50.1 | 50.1 | 46.5 | 46.2) 48.4) 53.9) 57.7) 54.5) 57.8) 55.6) 54.8) 77.4 
Home accidents... . 11.4 | 11.1 11.7 | 11.7) 12.5) 13.2) 14.7) 14.7] 14.9) 13.9} 13.9) (f) 
te in Motor vehicle acci- 
ate re 16.8 | 20.8 | 18.2 | 18.3) 18.6) 22.1) 21.5) 21.5] 22.2) 20.9) 20.0} 2.3(e) 
Oo our All other accidents. ..| 33.3 | 10.3 | 10.0 9.2} 10.2} 10.6} 14.0) 10.8) 12.8] 11.8) 12.3) 31.6 
o bal- Other diseases and condi- 
wh RRR Cee 108.6 |112.8 {118.2 {115.8/122.9}133.5)145.6]146.5)144.6)147.8)148.3) 261.8 
> time 
’ SESV- (a) Ages 1 and over. 
h rate (b) Includes aneurysm of the aorta. 
F (c) Excludes pericarditis, acute endocarditis, and acute myocarditis. 
to at (d) Included in all other diseases and conditions. 


as (e) Not comparable with the rates for 1932 to 1942. 
11S rise (f) Not available. 
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death rate on record among the In- 
- dustrial policyholders. 

The diseases of middle and later 
life, which account for so large a 
proportion of the total deaths, and 
which are least amenable to control, 
showed very little change in rate 
in 1942. Cancer and the diseases 
of the coronary arteries alone re- 
corded new highs. For diabetes, 
cerebral hemorrhage, and “other 
chronic heart diseases,” the rates 
were well below their previous 
maxima. ‘The decline in mortality 
from chronic nephritis brought that 
rate to a new low level. 

The mortality from the external 
causes, other than the war deaths, 
remained about the same in 1942 as 
in 1941. While the suicide rate was 
down 5.3 percent and the homicide 
rate was up 2.8 percent, the figure 
for accidents of all forms was exactly 


the same as a year ago. The rates: 
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for the different types of accidents 
were quite different from those in 
the previous year, however. Occu- 
pational accidents were higher, as 
were the accidents in public places, 
other than those for motor vehicles. 
The deaths from motor vehicle acci- 
dents were reduced sharply because 
of the restriction of automobile 
travel. The decline amounted to as 
much as 20 percent among the 
Industrial policyholders. It now 
appears that the deaths in the 
United States from motor vehicle 
accidents in 1942 will approximate 
28,000 in the general population. 
All in all, the record for 1942 
demonstrated clearly the value of 
the health work which has been 
carried on in past years, because it 
was the decline in the mortality from 
the acute conditions which counter- 
balanced the rise in war deaths and 
kept down the rate for the year. 


Military Deaths in 1942 


AST year was the second in this 
World War in which the tempo 

of military death losses rose. It 
was also the second in which they 
were on a scale comparable to that 
in the first World War. The actual 
magnitude of the military death toll, 
both in the aggregate and for most 
countries individually, can only be 
estimated from occasional admis- 
sions by each side, from their claims 
and counterclaims, and from the 
judgment of experienced observers. 
Yet out of these scattered pieces of 
information, a fairly coherent and 





*Unless otherwise stated, the term losses refers to deaths in action or from wounds in the military, 


naval, and air forces. 


impressive picture is found toemerge. 
Altogether, it appears probable 
that about 2,000,000 soldiers and 
sailors lost their lives in action, or 
died from wounds or by drowning 
during 1942. The final figure may 
exceed this estimate by several 
hundred thousand. Last year’s 
losses* are the greatest so far in the 
current World War, and probably 
exceed the total fatalities in the 
previous 214 years of the war. 
Naturally, our greatest interest is 
in the losses suffered by American 
fighting men. Our military authori- 
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ties have been more forthright than 
those of any other country so far, 
and consequently the figures are 
more trustworthy. Our known dead 
in 1942 numbered approximately 
6,100, but to this total must be 
added a considerable number of 


_ missing. These, in 1942, were nearly 


40,000, including 11,000 members of 
the Philippine Scouts. While the 
vast majority of the Army missing 
are prisoners, an appreciable num- 
ber were killed in action or died of 
wounds. The exact situation in this 
regard is not known because the 
Japanese do not observe inter- 
national conventions regarding the 
identification of prisoners. Even 
higher must be the proportion of 
deaths among naval personnel re- 
ported as missing. 

Allowing for this situation, our 
military losses in 1942 probably were 
at least 11,000 and they may have 
reached 15,000. Since our military 
operations were predominantly 
naval, we lost more sailors than 
soldiers, the probable figures ranging 
from 6,500 to 8,000 for the Navy and 
Marines as compared with 4,500 to 
7,000 for the Army. Our 1942 losses 
alone exceed all of those suffered by 
us in the first 15 or 16 months of the 
first World War. But it should be 
remembered that by the end of 1942 
we had three times as many men 
serving Overseas as on the corre- 
sponding date of the first World War 
and moreover, this time we plunged 


more quickly into active and world- 


wide operations, both military and 
naval. 


Of particular interest to Ameri- 
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cans are the losses suffered by the 
Japanese against whom our 1942 
operations were largely concentrated. 
Japan has admitted a mere 21,000 
killed in the first 11 months of the 
war, exclusive of operations in 
China. As against this, the estimate 
given out by Secretary Knox and 
ascribed to American military in- 
telligence services, was 250,000 Japa- 
nese killed or permanently injured 
in the first year of the war. From 
the nature of the fighting, the pro- 
portion of deaths to total casualties 
has undoubtedly been high for Japa- 
nese forces. Extremely heavy losses 
have been sustained in the sinking 
of transports. Two operations alone 
in 1942—the engagements in the 
Macassar Straits in January and in 
the Solomons in November—cost 
Japan an estimated 40,000 to 70,000 
troops by drowning. Our forces 
have also inflicted heavy losses on 
the Japanese in other naval opera- 
tions, especially in the Midway and 
Coral Sea battles, and in military 
operations on New Guinea and 
Guadalcanal. Taking into account 
the fighting in these areas, as well 
as earlier campaigns in Southeast 
Asia and the East Indies, but exclud- 
ing China, the Japanese losses in 
killed and mortally wounded have 
probably been at least 100,000 and 
possibly more than 125,000. 
Japan’s losses in China are diffi- 
cult to estimate. Operations in that 
country were not extensive in 1942, 
although Japan had large forces 
there. At the rate of her admitted 
losses in the past, these would exceed 
20,000, but the true figure is prob- 
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ably about twice that. Thus, on 
all fronts, a conservative estimate 
of Japan’s losses would be from 
140,000 to 200,000. They far exceed 
those suffered in any prior conflict 
of Japan with a western power. 
Despite the territorial gains which 
she won as our Ally in the first 
World War, she did practically no 
fighting, and her military dead then 
were only a few hundred. 

Thanks to the Russians, more 
Germans were killed in 1942 than 
in any previous calendar year of 
this war and probably more than in 
any year of the first World War. 
In fact, the number of Germans 
killed in 1942 was at least twice as 
great as in 1917, the corresponding 
year of the first World War for 
Germany, when her losses were 
lightest because of the stalemate on 
the western front and the collapse of 
the Russian armies on the whole of 
the eastern front. 

Germany has issued few state- 
ments regarding her war losses in 
any area last year. On the basis of 
certain admissions and of estimates 
by some experts, the total number 
of German dead in 1942 was at least 
500,000 and may well have reached 
750,000. ‘This disregards extrava- 
gant estimates both from Russian 
and other Allied sources. Germany 
has admitted losing men at the rate 
of more than 17,000 a month on the 
Russian front alone during the early 
months of the year. Last November, 
Hitler himself admitted 350,000 
killed, although it is not clear 
whether this figure referred to the 
first 10 months of 1942 or the preced- 
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ing 12 months. ‘These admissions 
clearly indicate that German losses 
increased sharply in tempo as the 
year went on, particularly in the 
long fight in the ‘Stalingrad area 
and in the defensive operations dur- 
ing November and December in the 
Don and Caucasus sectors. In 
addition the Germans, in 1942, 
suffered not inconsiderable losses in 
North Africa, in aerial warfare over 
western Europe, in naval warfare in 
the Atlantic, in guerilla warfare in 
some of the occupied countries, and 
in civil disturbances in all these 
countries. Altogether, the number 
of German soldiers and' sailors killed 
in these many areas may reach 
40,000 to 50,000. 


The Russians unquestionably suf- 
fered severer losses in 1942 than the 
other belligerents, because they bore 
the brunt of continued action against 
German land and air forces. The 
number of Russian military deaths 
in 1942 may be conservatively placed 
at 750,000 to 900,000. In making 
this estimate the ratio of deaths to 
total casualties admitted in 1941 was 
taken into account. This ratio was 
probably not materially different in 
1942. Few doubt that Russian 
losses have exceeded those of the 
Germans. By Russia’s own admis- 
sion, total casualties of all types 
exceeded 5,000,000 from June 1941 
up to August of 1942, of which half 
must have occurred in the first eight 
months of last year. Russian losses 
have been high also since August, 
especially in the Stalingrad area, and 
certainly did not diminish to any 
degree in the closing months of the 
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year, when Russia began major 
offensive operations. Her losses in 
1942 were on a scale at least equal 
to those sustained in any year of 
the first World War. 

Of the Axis satellites, Rumania 





has probably suffered most. Large 
j bodies of Rumanian troops were 
j engaged in two major siege opera- 
| tions—at Sevastapol and at Stalin- 
, grad—as well as in other sectors and, 
relative to their numbers, have ex- 
perienced serious casualties. By her 
) own admission Rumania lost nearly 
») 160,000 in dead, wounded, and miss- 
ing in the first year of fighting in 
Russia. Probably half of these 
(casualties occurred in the first six 
Gmonths of 1942 and, in the second 
half of the year, they were certainly 
heavier. It is likely that as many 
as 50,000 Rumanian soldiers died 
on the various battlefields of Russia 
Hlast year. 

Italy’s death losses of military 
personnel in 1942 were comparative- 
ly light. In four scattered months 
of the year the admitted dead were 

jonly a little more than 3,000. For 
the first 30 months of the war a 
seport ascribed to Mussolini stated 
that more than 40,000 were dead and 
nearly 35,000 were missing, most of 
whom were said to be probably 
dead. Italy’s major operations in 
1942 were in North Africa, and her 
leath losses in that area are believed 
"fot to be high. From the figures 
available it is probable that no more 
Athan 30,000 to 40,000 Italian soldiers 
jand sailors were killed in 1942. 
] Great Britain and the countries 
tof the Empire suffered relatively few 
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military deaths last year, because of 
the nature of the operations in which 
they were engaged. Except for 
North Africa, such operations were 
relatively limited in scope, consisting 
chiefly of those in Malaya, Singa- 
pore, Burma, and the participation 
of Australians in the fighting on New 
Guinea. The greatest contribution 
of the British in 1942 was in con- 
voying ships and protecting the long 
sea lanes between America, England, 
and Russia, as well as those to the 
Middle and Far East. Little in- 
formation is available on Britain’s 
sea losses, but these were probably 
modest. The number of British and 
Empire soldiers killed in land opera- 
tions in 1942 was probably not large, 
because these operations involved 
little fighting at close quarters and 
the number of troops engaged was 
comparatively small. Losses of air 
force personnel have probably been 
considerable because of the long- 
sustained operations over the occu- 
pied countries of western Europe 
and over Germany itself. While in 
no single raid have British losses of 
personnel been severe, the number 
and size of the operations would in- 
dicate that such losses were in the 
neighborhood of 4,000. It is likely 
that altogether British and Empire 
forces have lost not more than 30,000 
dead in all types of operations dur- 
ing 1942. This figure is in sharp 
contrast with the rather heavy losses 
in 1917, the corresponding year of 
the first World War, when on the 
western front alone nearly 200,000 
of the British expeditionary forces 
were killed. 








8 Statistical, BULLETIN 


Several other countries experi- 
enced military losses which, in the 
aggregate, must be considerable. Of 
our Allies, the Chinese have proba- 
bly lost more than 100,000, and 
Yugoslavia, in her more or less 
continuous guerilla warfare against 
the Axis, has suffered the loss of 
many thousands of her soldiers. 
Moderate fatalities have been sus- 
tained by Dutch troops, but losses 


Deaths from Exposure to Cold 


CATTERED reports of persons dying 
from exposure to excessive cold 
have this year attracted much more 
attention than usual in view of the 
special problems in home heating 
that arise from the prevailing short- 
age of fuel. Such deaths actually 
are not peculiar to the present diffi- 
culties and have little if any relation 
to them; they occur every winter. 
The annual number of casualties is 
usually pretty small, and whatever 
information is available suggests 
that conditions other than lack of 
adequate fuel are usually the cause. 
As a matter of fact, the bulk of these 
deaths occur outdoors. Past experi- 
ence shows that where death did 
occur from exposure in the home, 
the victim was almost always very 
old or a sick person living alone, and 
although sufficient fuel to provide 
adequate heat was usually available, 
he or she had been unable because of 
infirmity to tend the fire. 
During the eight-year period for 
which data are available—namely, 
1933 to 1940—the death toll in the 


*STATISTICAL BULLETIN. 


‘among soldiers of the remaining 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. January 1939, page 12. 
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United Nations have been negligible. 
The Free French and the Vichy 
French together have lost not more 
than 1,000 or 2,000 in 1942, whereas | 
in 1917 about 125,000 French troops | 
died in action. Of the smaller | 
countries on the Axis side, Hungary’s 
losses have been material, but rela- | 
tively few Bulgarian or Finnish 
troops have been killed. 


United States from exposure to | 
excessive cold—freezing, frostbite, 
etc.—averaged 363 lives annually, 
a rate of about three per 1,000,000 
persons. The peak loss, 579 deaths, 
in this series of years was reached | 
in 1936, when there was exception- | 
ally cold weather over a large part 
of the country. In 1939 there were | 
only 190 deaths, the minimum figure 3 
in the period under consideration. | 

Some years ago in this BULLETIN* ; 
an analysis was made of the records | 
of deaths ascribed to excessive cold | 
among persons insured in the wd 
dustrial Department of the Metro- | 
politan Life Insurance Company. | 
More than one third of the victims 
were reported as being either under 
the influence of intoxicating liquors 
or mentally deranged. ‘These indi- 
viduals were found out in the open— 
in vacant lots, in fields, in dumps, 
in roadside ditches, under bridges, 
and in ravines—where they had 
been exposed to cold weather for 
long periods. A number of deaths 
occurred among persons who had 
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fallen down and, on account of age 
or ill health, were unable to get up 
and were subjected to prolonged 
exposure to cold. Some deaths were 
reported among persons on hunting 
or fishing trips. Others succumbed 
when they were lost in a storm, or 
while at work in the open. 

In the United States as a whole, 
males are the victims of exposure to 


‘jexcessive cold about four times as 


Two thirds 


these older persons were probably 
suffering from arterial disease and 
were therefore more susceptible to 
the effect of exposure to cold. 

It is particularly interesting at 
this time also to observe that some 
of the Eastern States most critically 
affected this winter by fuel shortages 
registered death rates from cold 
below the general average of 2.8 per 






11,000,000 observed in the United 


States as a whole during 1933-1940. 


Sudden Rise in 


I ORDINARY years the birth rate 
month by month runs through a 
typical cycle, with a minor crest in 
spring and a major peak in summer. 
But we are passing through a period 
far from ordinary, and among other 
things the seasonal sequence of 
births has of late been radically 
altered. Reports for 1942 for the 
country as a whole by individual 
months will not be available for 
some time, but fairly complete data 
for the year 1942 are available for 
the five large cities New York, 





STATISTICAL BULLETIN 


9 


The rates were 1.6 in both New 
York and New Jersey, 1.9 in Massa- 
chusetts, and 2.7 in Connecticut. 
Higher rates than the average 
occurred in Vermont (3.1) and New 
Hampshire (3.6), while the highest 
rates among those States affected 
by the wartime heating problem 
were recorded in Maryland (4.3), 
Rhode Island (4.5), and Maine (6.6). 

Highest rates in the country pre- 
vailed in the Mountain States of 
Nevada (24.0), Montana (14.9), and 
Wyoming (14.4). North Dakota 
(10.1) is the only other with a rate 
exceeding 10 per 1,000,000. The 
District of Columbia was lowest with 
0.6, and California was next with 0.7. 

This discussion has been limited 
to deaths due directly to extreme 
cold, actual freezing, frostbite, etc. 
In this connection the fuel shortage 
is a negligible factor. Its effect on 
the death rate from respiratory dis- 
eases, from homes set on fire, and 
from gas poisoning is another matter. 


the Birth Rate 


Boston, Baltimore, Washington, 
D. C., and New Orleans. The daily 
average of births in successive 
months of 1942 for these cities is 
plotted on the accompanying graph, 
together with the corresponding data 
for the essentially normal period 
1938-1939. 

A great contrast is immediately 
obvious. Not only is the general 
level materially higher for the year 
1942, but the profile of the curve 
is completely changed. The spring 
maximum is no longer seen, and 








10 


instead of a maximum in summer 
we have a strong upward movement 
beginning about September and con- 
tinuing almost unbroken through to 
the end of the year, with no indica- 
tion of arrest in this strong upward 
trend. The graph also shows very 
plainly that the level for the entire 
year 1942 is far above that of the 
period 1938 to 1939; indeed, the 
month of December 1942, for these 
five cities, was more than 80 percent 
above the same month for the period 
1938-1939. 

This increase in births is quite 
clearly related to the World War. 
Even before our entry into it the 
prospect of military service was for 
some an occasion for hastening a 
contemplated marriage. The sud- 
den upswing of births in September 
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and October 1942 evidently reflects 
the outbreak of the war with the 
Pearl Harbor episode in December 
of the preceding year. 


marriages, but no doubt also induced 
some who were already married to 


establish a family. The marriages | 


in the five cities in the first three 
months of 1942 were 28 percent in 
excess of those in the same months 
of 1941. 

One is naturally curious to know 
whether the abrupt upward trend 
in births in the last few months of 
1942 will continue into the early 
months of 1943, or whether a turning 
point will soon be reached. The 
recent very high level of the birth 
rate can obviously not continue very 
long under present war conditions. 





SEASONAL DISTRIBUTION OF BIRTHS IN FIVE CITIES,*1938-1939 AND 1942 COMPARED 
DAILY AVERAGE NUMBER OF BIRTHS IN EACH MONTH 
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Comparative Data on the Causes of Death 
Among Industrial Policyholders 
The following table shows the December 1941, together with the 


| mortality among Industrial policy- death rates for the years of 1942, 
lj holders for December 1942 and 1941, and 1940. 
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DEATH RaTEs* PER 100,000 PoLICYHOLDERS FROM SELECTED CAUSES. WEEKLY 
PREMIUM-PAYING INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS— METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE 
CoMPANY 

ANNUAL RATE PER 100,000 PoLICyHOLDERS* 
CausES OF DEATH Year 
December | December 
1942 1941 
1942 1941 1940 

Att, CAUSES—TOTAL............005: 761.4 721.3 739.1 744.4 760.9 

TNE TOWEE ss 5086 Sees ewsueess 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.7 

Ne add a kak eacalaite bea is a | = .8 oie 

renee | 4 4 4 .6 

Whooping Cough. ........0cccsccess 1.2 i.2 1.0 1.3 Lz 

US ook ea a cn val midi \arealioive lec 1.1 .6 .6 | 8 

0 er ere 4.6 4.5 4.2 7.8 7.9 

Pneumonia (all forms).............. 36.5 re 29.4 30.5 35.5 

Tuberculosis (all forms)............. 38.2 ai .2 41.7 42.8 44.6 

Tuberculosis of respiratory system..| 35.2 34.2 37.6 38.9 40.2 

el cia oes ae Rigvinnidin ba eiaraes ee i 10.3 10.5 11.5 12.0 

Ceeer TOM TORMIE) «50.55 co cece ssc 104.0 99.3 106.2 104.8 104.4 

Diabetes mellitus... .........200- 27.4 23.5 28.0 27.4 29.8 

Cerebral hemorrhage................ 65.0 62.3 61.1 60.6 61.0 

Diseases of the coronary arteries and 

SUBIR DECIOLIB, «5... o.o.0.0.00.000000000 62.3 56.1 57.8 54.6 53.1 
Other chronic heart diseasesf........ 163.9 154.6 157.7 156.1 159.5 
Diarrhea and enteritis............... re | 2.9 4.4 5.0 4.6 
OS OSL ere 5.0 3.8 5.9 7.4 9.3 
Chromic Mesrstis... ...... cece scans 47.8 a.8 49.7 51.9 57.3 
Puerperal state—total............... 4.7 3.8 4.5 4.8 4.9 
NM cise clanaetis nausea ates ouackacd 5.4 6.8 1.2 7.6 8.7 
NESE RTE pence a eee eee 3.4 2.9 ce 3.6 3.7 
Accidents—total.................05. 46.2 49.6 50.1 49.9 46.3 
Home accidents.................. 10.1 10.7 11.4 11.1 11.7 
Motor vehicle accidents........... 14.2 19.6 16.8 20.8 18.2 
en err ere 6.5 Bi 4.5 ot a 

All other causes of death............ 127.2 125.1 109.8 114.1 114.3 























_ The rates for 1942 are subject to slight correction, since they are based on provisional estimates of 
lives exposed to risk. 


fInternational List (1940) titles 92, 93 (c), (d), (e), and 95. 
Correspondence on the subjects discussed in these BULLETINS may be 
addressed to: The Editor, 
STATISTICAL BULLETIN 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
1 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 











MORTALITY FROM ALL CAUSES 


METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE 


COMPANY 


INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT, WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS 
DEATH RATES PER |000-ANNUAL BASIS (/942 figures are provisional ) 
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